
SSI Micro is pleased to support a recently announced Federal initiative to provide 
funding for Northern Broadband infrastructure. This new funding package will provide for 
additional bandwidth for users of Northern Broadband networks, specifically users of the 
Qiniq and Airware networks. This funding will also provide funds for new application 
development, helping to ensure continued innovation in the area of Northern Broadband. 
 
This program goes a long way towards ensuring the continuing successful operation of 
the Qiniq and Airware networks. It will allow the purchase of additional satellite 
bandwidth, reducing congesting and providing for a higher level of service for Qiniq and 
AirWare users. We support this initiative and look forward to bringing its benefits to 
Northern Broadband users. 
 
The full news release is listed below, for reference. 
 
------------------ 
Broadband Satellite Internet Access Expansion Across Nunavut and the 
Northwest Territories Enables Economic Development 
 
YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES - (Aug. 29, 2008) - Fifty-six remote 
communities across Northwest Territories and Nunavut will soon benefit from enhanced 
broadband access, which will improve community sustainability in Canada's North. 
 
The Honourable Diane Ablonczy, Secretary of State (Small Business and Tourism), on 
behalf of the Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and 
Communities, along with Darrell Ohokannoak, Chairman of the Nunavut Broadband 
Development Corp (NBDC), and Darrell Beaulieu, President and CEO of Falcon 
Communications GP Ltd, today announced federal support of $36,415,295 for the 
expansion of broadband access across communities in Nunavut and the Northwest 
Territories (NWT) in Canada's North. 
 
Today's announcement reinforces the Government of Canada's commitment to 
advancing an integrated Northern Strategy that strengthens Canada's Arctic sovereignty, 
protects our northern environment, promotes northern social and economic development 
and improves and devolves northern governance. 
 
"Broadband is a key piece of modern infrastructure that supports the prosperity and well-
being of communities. Communities across Nunavut and the Northwest Territories will 
now have affordable access to health and education services, telebanking and 
government services," said Secretary of State Ablonczy. "Our Government is pleased to 
support these improved broadband service enhancements. We're helping northerners 
connect to social and economic development opportunities." 
 
The projects in Nunavut and NWT will support enhanced satellite bandwidth 
management tools, the procurement of satellite capacity, and the upgrading of satellite 
networks to improve internet access in 31 communities in NWT and 25 communities in 
Nunavut. In addition, these upgrades will address many of the critical issues that these 
remote communities face such as improved delivery of health and education services, 
telebanking and access to government services. 
 



"Broadband has already changed the lives of thousands of people in Nunavut. 
Infrastructure Canada's latest investment will help us develop new services that will be 
important tools for the future of Nunavut residents," said Mr. Ohokannoak. 
 
Mr. Beaulieu commented "We are very pleased to play a major role in the 
implementation of broadband infrastructure and bandwidth capacity for the Northwest 
Territories. Residents of all our communities are able to access the World Wide Web, 
interacting with friends and families, businesses, governments and educational 
institutions." 
 
With a network service that spans 56 communities and 3.2 million square miles, these 
investments will continue to change the lives of many residents living in Nunavut and the 
Northwest Territories. If subscribers to the broadband service need network or technical 
support they are able to speak directly to a locally trained community service provider. 
These community service providers are making a big difference in the ease with which 
this expansion moves forward. Of the total federal contribution, $21,601,175 will be 
provided to the Nunavut project and $14,814,120 will be provided to the NWT project. 
Federal funding for the projects comes from the National Satellite Initiative (NSI), which 
was created to make affordable satellite capacity available to communities in remote 
areas of Canada. The NSI is under the sunsetting Canada Strategic Infrastructure Fund 
(CSIF). 
 
FOR BROADCAST USE: 
The Government of Canada announced today its commitment of up to $36,415,295 
towards the expansion of broadband access in 56 remote communities across Nunavut 
and the Northwest Territories. The federal contribution for the projects comes from the 
National Satellite Initiative (NSI), which was created to make affordable satellite capacity 
available to communities in remote areas of Canada. 
 
For further information on the National Satellite Initiative, visit: 
www.broadband.gc.ca/pub/media/nsi_prog_des.html 
 
For further information on the projects in Nunavut and the Northwest Territories, visit: 
Nunavut, QINIQ: www.qiniq.com NWT, Airware : www.airware.ca 
 
For more information on Building Canada, visit www.buildingcanada.gc.ca. 
 
BACKGROUNDER 
The Government of Canada is providing $36,415,295 to two satellite broadband projects 
in Nunavut and the Northwest Territories. In all, 56 communities across the two 
Territories will benefit from enhanced satellite bandwidth management tools and satellite 
capacity, and the upgrading of satellite networks. 
 
Nunavut Broadband Project - Of the total federal contribution, $21,601,175 will be 
provided to the Nunavut Broadband Development Corporation to increase satellite 
bandwidth management tools, for the benefit of 25 communities: 
 
Arctic Bay, Chesterfield Inlet, Hall Beach, Kugluktuk, Repulse Bay, Arviat, Clyde River, 
Igloolik, Pangnirtung, Resolute Bay, Bake Lake, Corla Harbour, Iqaluit, Pond Inlet, 
Sanikiluaq, Cambridge Bay, Gjoa Haven, Kimmirut, Qiqiqtarjuaq, Taloyoak, Cape 
Dorset, Grose Fiord, Kugaaruk, Rankin Inlet, Whale Cove. 



 
Northwest Territories Project - Of the total federal contribution, $14,814,120 will be 
provided to Falcon Communications GP Ltd, for the benefit of 31 communities: 
 
Aklavik, Ft. Good Hope, Ft. Smith, Nahanni Butte, Trout Lake, Colville Lake, Ft. Liard, 
Hay River N'Dilo, Tsiigehtchic, Deline, Ft. McPherson, Holman, Paulatuk, Tutoyaktuk, 
Dettah, Ft. Providence Jean Marie River, Rae, Tulita, Behchoko, Ft. Resolution, Kakisa, 
Rae Lakes, Wekweti, Enterprise, Ft. Simpson, Lutsel K'e, Sachs Harbour, Wha Ti, 
Wrigley 


