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NorthwesTel says competition would drive up Northerners'
phone bills

CBC News Posted: Oct 18, 2011 8:42 AM CT Lash Usdated: Oct 18, 2091 S:40 A CTF [ 20

NorthwesTel says opening up the entire North to competition for local
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phone service could drive up telephone bills for consumers. Bl Facebook 7
(T '
“We've estimated it will cost over $30 million,” said Curtis Shaw, vice- EdTwiter 4 E f i t .

president of consumer and small business for NorthwesTel. “One of the +4:]! 0 SR EESRSLS NSRS, USRS

things we're trying to look for is who is going to pay for that? Does itget  yq.e

paid for by the rate base? Does it get paid for by southerners? Does it

get paid for by SSi Micro?” Emal

Internet provider SSi Micro recently launched long-distance telephone

service in Nunavut with a device called a chat box that connects a Related Links .

telephone to a modem. It has asked the Canadian Radio-television and « CRTC hears _ FROM THE

Telecommunications Commission to open up the local phone service MorthwesTel INTERNAITTONAL

market so users of the device can make calls within their community. phone rate T CT CT " T
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sanice
NorthwesTel is heavily subsidized through the federal government,

Shaw said, adding the company loses money in 94 smaller communities
where it costs $100 per customer just to maintain a phone line, while
NorthwesTel charges $30.

It would be a more realistic proposition to open only larger centres to

competition in local phone service, he said. )
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“Right now one of our position statements here is it does not make  Inuitto get millions from
sense just to open up the entire North to local competition,” he said. Arclic resource royalties
"What we've proposed is to open competlition initially in Whitehorse, bt

Yellowknife and Igaluil.”

The CRTC is expected to make a decision by the end of 2011. » Former Yukon ministar dies £ 2
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Arctic Dude I'd write a really long post about this but It would put me over the NorthwesTel
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